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Innovations protected at exhibitions

During the last meeting of the Sejm, Members of the Polish Parliament adopted the amendment of
provisions of the Industrial Property Law. All parliamentary clubs voted for the amendment. The
amendment benefits exhibitors who present innovations at domestic exhibitions and it has been long
expected by them. For many months now, Polish Chamber of Exhibition Industry and many enterprises
have been trying to reinstate the exhibition priority certificate repealed in 2007.

Being aware of the importance of the "exhibition priority" for Polish companies, PCEl have been
attempting to reinstate it for quite a long time.

— These were the expectations of the economic circles in Poland, of innovation and design companies, which
present new ideas at domestic exhibitions which have not been yet registered in the Patent Office. It was in
their interest that we addressed MPs with a proposal to make positive changes in the amended Industrial
Property Law — stresses Przemystaw Trawa, Chairman of Poznan International Fair, President of the Board
of PCEl. The bill aimed at amending the Industrial Property Law, initiated by Marek Niedbata MP, was
signed by a few dozen of other Members of Parliament The majority of MPs supported the changes during
works in the parliamentary commission. Senators were also unanimous in their support for the
implementation of protection of utility models and industrial designs at domestic exhibitions. The
amended Act was ultimately adopted by the Sejm unanimously during the meeting on September 11. Now
the amended Act will be submitted to the President of Poland for his signature.

So far the authors of utility models and industrial designs presented at public exhibitions in Poland, in
order to guarantee the protection of industrial property rights, were forced to register the model in the
Patent Office or in the Office for the Harmonization in the Internal Market before the presentation at the
exhibition. This situation has existed since 2007, when the provision guaranteeing such protection was
repealed while amending the Industrial Property Law. Failing to fulfil the obligation of registration actually
deprived the exhibitors of protection. When the amendment comes into force, the protective mechanism
will be the exhibition priority certificate issued by the exhibition organizer where the presentation took
place.

— The announcement of legislative changes restoring the exhibitors' privilege of priority at exhibitions in
Poland is very important for us — stresses Pawet Babij, the CEO of INTERSERVIS from t6dz, Member of the
Board of PCEI — Companies now will be able to present innovative solutions or even prototypes without any
risk, even the ones which are not available on the market. The restored exhibition priority certificate will
guarantee their legal protection.



The exhibition priority certificate is used on many exhibition markets, including on the largest European
market in Germany. According to exhibition experts, the amended Act, while protecting against unfair
competition and theft of ideas, will have a positive influence on the number of innovative designs
presented during exhibitions in Poland. This in turn will translate into the growing competitiveness of the
Polish exhibition market.
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About Polish Chamber of Exhibition Industry

Polish Chamber of Exhibition Industry, established in 1993, is the only national organization - an economic chamber which associates companies
which conduct economic activities in the exhibition sector. Members of Polish Chamber of Exhibition Industry represent all the participants of
the exhibition market. They are above all: exhibition organizers, trade fair and conference venue operators, companies which offer services of
design, construction and furnishing of exhibition stands, exhibition transport and forwarding companies, organizers of participation of Polish
companies in exhibitions abroad and representatives of foreign exhibitions in Poland. The Chamber also associates companies from the field of
advertising and marketing, the media, catering and hospitality.

Four basic areas covered by the program of Polish Chamber of Exhibition Industry operations are: lobbying, actions for the integration of the
exhibition environment, promotion of exhibitions - widely understood - including publishing operations, education in trade fair marketing and
promoting ethical business actions in the sector, as well as actions aimed at sustainable development.

The Mission of Polish Chamber of Exhibition Industry is to serve as a multifunctional platform of cooperation for all participants of the
exhibition industry, develop effective structure of lobbying actions for the benefit of the Polish exhibition sector, promote participation in
trade fairs and exhibitions as an effective element of marketing and communication strategy of businesses, act for the benefit of increasing
standards of trade fair services offered its members, including for the benefit of reliable, transparent exhibition statistics, offer the
participants of the exhibition market opportunities of exhibition education and business, act for the benefit of integration of its members and
their identification with the environment, and work out the motivation to act together and such a culture of cooperation which multiplies and
protects the economic interests of the members of the Chamber.

Polish Chamber of Exhibition Industry is a member of the Polish Chamber of Commerce. PCEl is an active member of UFl - the Global
Association of the Exhibition Industry - and cooperates intensively with CENTREX, the International Exhibition Statistics Union, which associates
the largest exhibition organizers of Central and Eastern Europe, as well as with AUMA, the German Association of the Trade Far Industry, and
with many other foreign organizations of the exhibition Industry.
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