PRESS RELEASE of October 7, 2015
Priority certificate from the exhibition at trade fairs in Poland signed by the President of Poland success of Polish Chamber of Exhibition Industry
On October 5 President of the Republic of Poland, Mr. Andrzej Duda signed the Act amending the Industrial
Property Law. The amendment was adopted by the Sejm on September 11, 2015. The changes had been long
expected by the exhibition industry. For many months Polish Chamber of Exhibition Industry and associations of
entrepreneurs, with the support of experts and MPs, had been attempting to reinstate the so-called exhibition
priority certificate, abolished in 2007.
Polish Chamber of Exhibition Industry was satisfied to learn about the approval of the amendment to the IPL by the
Members of Parliament, Senators and the President. Being aware of the importance of the exhibition priority
certificate for Polish companies, PCEI have been attempting to reinstate it for quite a long time. The adoption of
the amended Law crowns many months of engagement of PCEI, which is the only national organization which
associates companies of the exhibition industry in Poland.
The bill amending the Industrial Property Law, initiated by Marek Niedbała MP, was signed by a few dozen of other
Members of Parliament. After that, during the commission works, the majority of Members of Parliament decided
to support the proposed changes. Senators were also unanimous in their support for the implementation of
protection of utility models and industrial designs at domestic exhibitions. The amended Act was ultimately
adopted by the Sejm unanimously during the meeting on September 11. The works on the Act have been finalized
by the signature of the President of Poland, Mr. Andrzej Duda.
Necessary change
So far the authors of utility models and industrial designs presented at public exhibitions in Poland, in order to
guarantee the protection of industrial property rights, were forced to register the model in the Patent Office or in
the Office for the Harmonization in the Internal Market before the presentation at the exhibition. This situation has
existed since 2007, when the provision guaranteeing such protection was repealed while amending the Industrial
Property Law. Failing to fulfil the obligation of registration actually deprived the exhibitors of protection. When the
amendment comes into force, the protective mechanism will be the exhibition priority certificate issued by the
exhibition organizer where the presentation took place.
The exhibition priority certificate is used on many exhibition markets, including on the largest European market in
Germany. According to exhibition experts, the amended Act, while protecting against unfair competition and theft
of ideas, will have a positive influence on the number of innovative designs presented during exhibitions in Poland.
This in turn will translate into the growing competitiveness of the Polish exhibition market.
The new regulations will come into force after 6 months from their announcement in the Journal of Laws.
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About Polish Chamber of Exhibition Industry
Polish Chamber of Exhibition Industry, founded in 1993, is the only national organization of Polish enterprises leading their business activity in
the exhibition industry The members of PCEI belong to all categories of players on the exhibition market. They are especially: trade fair and
exhibition organizers, operators of trade fair and conference venues in Poland, providers of trade fair services such as designing construction
and furnishing of exhibition stands, transport and forwarding companies, organizers of foreign trade fair participations, foreign trade fair
representatives in Poland, as well as advertising and marketing agencies, media companies , enterprises offering catering and accommodation
services.
The PCEI mission is: to provide a comprehensive platform of co-operation and exchanging ideas and experiences for the Polish exhibition
market players, to serve the Polish exhibition industry as an effective platform for lobbing, to promote participation in exhibitions as an
effective part of corporate marketing and communication strategy, to create circumstances for improving the industry quality standards,
including reliable and transparent exhibition statistics, to offer trade fair marketing education in cooperation with marketing specialists, the
university lecturers, to create favourable conditions for the Members to enjoy the benefits of integration and cooperation within the Chamber.

The four main areas of activities of Polish Chamber of Exhibition Industry are: lobbying, actions facilitating the integration of trade fair
industry, widely understood promotion of trade fairs and exhibitions – including publications, as well as education in the area of trade fair
marketing and promotion of ethical business activities in the industry.
PCEI has been an active member of UFI – the Global Association of the Exhibition Industry since 1996. For many years PCEI has been cooperating
on a regular basis with CENTREX – International Exhibition Statistics Union, AUMA – the Association of the German Exhibition Industry and many
other foreign and international industry organizations.
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